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ÁSocial Work Private 
Practitioner, direct practice and 
forensics

ÁEx. Dir. Peoplesõ Counselling 
Clinic

ÁFounder ManTalk
ÁFormer:

ÁEx. Dir. NSCYS

ÁEx. Dir. FCSCC

ÁRR-Coord, DDSB
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òI would like to acknowledge 

that we meet on lands that 

are the traditional territories 

of  the First Nations that 

originally settled on this land.  

Among them are the Nipmuc 

peoples.  I would also like to 

acknowledge thatracism is
North America's "original sin" that is at the root of  all current social 

inequities.Acts of  reconciliation and reparations, both symbolic and 

substantial, are critical to our collective emancipation and the ability 

to live peacefully and sustainably on this land.
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ÁYMCA camp counsellor
ÁCHINS kids in MA in late õ80s
ÁSSW at-risk youth (mainly boys) in early õ90s
ÁChild welfare worker, supervisor, director
ÁWSP SHU male institution, mid õ90s
ÁIWK Child Protection Social Worker
ÁEx. Dir. Child and Youth Strategy, NS
ÁEx. Dir. Non-profit counselling

ÁIn all these settings I worked with queer boys
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ÁThis presentation will make reference to matters 

that are dramatic cases that occurred in Nova 

Scotia.  

ÁI am not sharing privileged material and will 

refer mainly to matters well covered by the 

media.
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In September 

2012 a 16yr 

old boy was 

òchained and 

held captiveó 

for 2 weeks 

by 2 men and 

raped by a

third man in this small home in rural Nova Scotia.  
(Go to story)
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ÁThe boy escaped his captors twice.

ÁOnce he was caught by them

ÁThe second time he went to two neighborsõ 

homes before he got help

ÁSubsequent stories focussed on the òmanhuntó.  

ÁTrials of  the perpetrators were widely covered.

ÁLittle was studied about how such a thing could 

occur.
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On April 4, 

2013,Rehtaeh Parsons, 

a 17-year-old female high 

school student, attempted 

suicide by hanging.  Her 

subsequent death has

been attributed to online distribution of  photos of  

agang rapethat occurred 17 months prior.
(Go to story)



© Robert S. Wright, MSW, RSW

www.robertswright.ca

ÁHer death sparked a provincial outrage 

ÁNova Scotia enacted cyberbullying law in 

August 2013

ÁProvince commissions a report of  School 

Systemõs response/support for Parsons

ÁSecond inquiry into conduct of  Public 

Prosecution was commissioned

ÁSexual violence strategy was initiated
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ÁThere is limited interest in male victimization

ÁMale victimsõ perpetrators are incidental 

monsters ðresponse is manhunt

ÁFemale victimsõ perpetrators are part of a 

cultural phenomenon ðresponse is 

comprehensive strategy
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ÁWhat must you take from this session in order 

for it to be of  value to you?

ÁTakea minute to speak with one person before 

sharing.
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ÁFred Mathews authored The Invisible Boy:

Revisioning the Victimization of  Male Children and 

Teens, in 1996.

Á In 2002, he was conference co-chair for Canadian 

Boys: Untold Stories, the First National Conference on 

the Status of  Male Children in Canada. 

ÁLittle interest has been shown in studying the needs 

and issues of  boys/men in Canada since.


