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Are you a man over the

age of 19 who has been
sexually abused?

Would you like to talk
to other men about that
shared experience?




Land Acknowledgement

o | woul d |1 ke
that we meet on lands that
are the traditional territories
of the First Nations that
originally settled on this land.
Among them are the Nipmuc
peoples. | would also like to

acknowledge thatcism is
North America's "original sin" that is at the root of all current soc

Inequities.Acts of reconciliation and reparations, both symbolic al
substantialare critical to our collective emancipation and the abili
to live peacefully and sustainably on thig
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My Work with Queer Boys and Men

YMCA camp counsellor

CHI NS kids 1 n MA 1 n | a
SSWat 1 sk youth (mainly
Child welfare worker, supervisor, director

WSP SHU male 1 nstitut.
IWK Child Protection Social Worker

Ex. Dir. Child and Youth Strategy, NS

Ex. Dir. Nonprofit counselling

In all these settings | worked with queer boys
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Case Study

This presentation will make reference to matte
that are dramatic cases that occurred in Nova
Scotia.

| am not sharing privileged material and will

refer mainly to matters well covered by the
media.
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Why Talk About Queer Boys and Men?

In September
2012 a 16yr
old boy was
ochaine
hel d ca
for 2 weeks

by 2 men and
raped by a

third man in this small home in rural Nova Scotia.
(Go to story)
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Case and Aftermath

The boy escaped his captors twice.

Once he was caught by them

The second til me he wi
homes before he got help
Subsequent stori es f
Trials of the perpetrators were widely coverec
Little was studied about how such a thing cou
occur
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Why Talk About Queer Boys?

On April 4,

2013 Rehtaeh Parsons,

a 1#yearold female high
school student, attempted
suicide by hanging. Her

. subsequent death has
been attrlbuted to online distribution of photos

agang rapé¢hat occurred 17 months prior.
(Go to story)

© Robert S. Wright, MSW, RSW
www.robertswright.ca



Case and Aftermath

Her death sparked a provincial outrage

Nova Scotia enacted cyberbullying law In
August 2013

Province commissions a report of School
SystemOs response/ s uj
Second inquiry into conduct of Public
Prosecution was commissioned

Sexual violence strategy was Initiated
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The Contrast Is Telling

There Is limited interest in male victimization
Mal e victimsOo perpet |
monster® response is manhunt

Femal e victimsoOo per p:¢
cultural phenomenahresponse Is
comprehensive strategy
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Your Questions as we Begin

What must you take from this session in ordel
for it to be of value to you?

Takea minute to speak with one person before
sharing.
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Fred Mathews authored The Invisible Boy:
Revisioning the Victimization of Male Children and
Teens, in 1996.

In 2002, he was conferencecbalir for Canadian

Boys: Untold Stories, the First National Conference
the Status of Male Children in Canada.

Little interest has been shown in studying the needs
and issues of boys/men@anada since.
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